
Transfer of the Aboveground and Underground Storage Tank Programs 
from the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to the  

Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA) 
December 3, 2012 

 
Pursuant to Executive Order 2012-14 the aboveground and underground storage tank programs 
have been transferred from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to the 
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs (LARA), Bureau of Fire Services, Storage Tank 
Division, with effect from December 2, 2012.  Given below are details on how we are making the 
transition to the new department. 
 

 The tank program staff, except their supervisors, will be transferred to LARA.  Their e-mail 
and phone numbers will remain the same.  The physical location of the tank staff will remain 
until their new location is established. 

 

 The forms have been updated to reflect the new agency and a link to the forms will soon be 
available from the Bureau of Fire Services webpage.  During the first six months of the 
transition, the LARA will accept information on the DEQ forms. 

 

 The registration fees and plan review fees should be mailed to the following address: 
Cashier’s Office – UST, P.O. Box 30657, Lansing, MI 48909-8157.  Payments sent to the 
DEQ’s cashier’s office will be routed to LARA, so there will be a delay in processing 
payments and/or plan reviews. 

 

 The LARA site for the tank program (www.michigan.gov/storagetanks) is operational.  The 
DEQ webpages for the tank program will provide a redirect to the new LARA website.     

 

 The deq-std-tanks@michigan.gov  e-mail account is being changed to                             
lara-bfs-std-tanks@michigan.gov .  For the first six months of the transition the e-mail to the 
former account will be redirected to the new account.  After the transition, the user will get a 
notification that the deq-std-tanks@michigan.gov  e-mail account is closed and the new e-
mail account is to be used. 

 

 The subscribers of the DEQ-STD electronic mailing list will be migrated to a new mailing list 
with LARA.  

 

 FOIA requests  involving the tank programs should be submitted directly to LARA.  FOIA 
requests are agency specific, and therefore cannot be forwarded from one department to 
another.  Click here for information regarding the LARA FOIA request process. 

 
 

QUESTIONS: 
 
For facility-specific questions, please contact the Hazardous Materials Storage Inspector that 
services your area, or Kevin Wieber, Hazardous Materials Storage Specialist at 517-335-7260, 
e-mail wieberk@michigan.gov.   
 
For DEQ website and listserver questions, please contact Susan Norton, Remediation and 
Redevelopment Division, DEQ, at 517-373-2113, e-mail:  nortons1@michigan.gov. 
  

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/snyder/EO2012-14_400159_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,4601,7-154-35299_42271---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/storagetanks
mailto:deq-std-tanks@michigan.gov
mailto:lara-bfs-std-tanks@michigan.gov
mailto:deq-std-tanks@michigan.gov
http://www.michigan.gov/lara/0,1607,7-154--51740--,00.html
mailto:wieberk@michigan.gov
mailto:nortons1@michigan.gov


 

 

 

 

Hazardous Materials Storage Inspectors (HMSIs) 

 

District Name Phone E-Mail 

Cadillac District   Jeff Johnson 231-876-4447   johnsonj49@michigan.gov 

Gaylord Field Office   Tom Buttrick 989-705-3414   buttrickt@michigan.gov 

Grand Rapids District 
  Mike McKinley 616-356-0221   mckinleym1@michigan.gov 

  Chad Sietsema 616-356-0219   sietsemac@michigan.gov 

Jackson District 
  Mike Vinitski 517-780-7498   vinitskim@michigan.gov 

  Craig Galbreath 517-780-7497   galbreathc@michigan.gov 

Kalamazoo District   Joe Banas 269-567-3511   banasj@michigan.gov 

Lansing District 
  Linda McPherson 517-335-6184   mcphersonl1@michigan.gov 

  Greg Harris 517-335-6211   harrisg9@michigan.gov 

Saginaw Bay District 
  Mike Charbonneau 989-894-6297  charbonneaum1@michigan.gov 

  Mike DeWyse 989-894-6294   dewysem1@michigan.gov 

Southeast Michigan 
District 

  Jerry Arnold 586-753-3848   arnoldj@michigan.gov 

  Don Bloom 
586-753-3838 

  bloomd@michigan.gov 

  Chris Conklin 586-753-3836   conklinc2@michigan.gov 

  Doug Kutzura 586-753-3843   kutzurad@michigan.gov 

  Doug Pentzien 586-753-3847   pentziend@michigan.gov 

  Gary Miles 
586-753-3851 

  milesg@michigan.gov 

Upper Peninsula District 

 
  Scott Matheny 

906-346-8529 
Ext. 8529 

 
  mathenys@michigan.gov 

 
  Herb Jenkins 

906-346-8300 
Ext. 8523   jenkinsh@michigan.gov 
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